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SOCIETY

Wasted Veggies, Wasted Cost,

apanese farming faces a
J serious challenge today: a

massive amount of food
is being thrown away. [n 2024,
Japan discarded approximately 2
million tons of non- stand.ald

bl These vegs
simply don’t meet distribution
standards.  The taste is no
problem—in fact, they're
delicious—yet they get rejected
Just because of their appearance.
For farmers, these wasted
vegetables represent more than
just lost food; they represent lost

Waste volume(t)

Turn the Trash into Cash

time, hard work, and care. Many
farmers feel deep sadness when
they have to throw away their
crops. They put their hearts into
growing these vegetables, but
strict market rules often devalue

their efforts
Farmers express many
frustrations. They worry about

the financial loss, as throwing
away food means losing the
money they need to run their
businesses. They also feel guilty
about the harm this waste causes
to the environment. Furthermore,

Harvest volume(*)

Vegetables that are discarded because they do not meet standards.

they feel that companies and

In factories, other companies use

i,

do not und d the
true value of "ugly” vegetables.
Many farmers want more
opportunities to use these crops,
such as through food processing
or direct sales, but finding these
connections is often difficult.
Currently, many companies are
already taking action to reduce
this waste.  Some businesses
work with farm groups to dry
vegetables using warm air, which
helps the food last much longer.

2 parts that are not eaten
10 create  energy. Even
supermarkets are joining the fight
by using Antificial Intelligence
(AI) to guess exactly how much
food customers will buy. This
technology helps them sell fresh
vegetables more efficiently and
reduces the amount of food that
ends up in the trash. These
actions are good for the planet
and help improve the image of
the companies.

New Idea by High
School Students

Seeing these problems, students
at Towanomori San-ai High
School developed a creative
business plan to bridge the gap
between farmers and businesses.
They designed a website and app
that connects them directly
Their idea gives new value to
vegetables that were going to be
trash. In this plan, farmers can
eam extra money, and companies

information about their unwanted
vegetables on the

made for individual
The students' plan is

usually

Small companies, such as local
bakeries or restaurants, search for
the ingredients they need and
purchase them through the app.
To make the service sustainable,
the students’ business takes a
15% fee from each deal. A

unique and important feature of

this plan is that the service pays
for the shipping costs. Usually,
farmers have to pay money to
dispose of waste. With this app,
they save on disposal costs and

different because it focuses on a
business-to-business model,
helping small companies lower
their food costs while improving
their reputation as eco-friendly
businesses.

This business is about much more
than just making a profit; it is
about achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). By
reducing food waste, the
environmental impact of farming
becomes smaller. At the same

support companies that show a
commitment to reducing waste.
This project shows how the next
generation is using the internet to
solve social problems with new,
creative ideas.  While it is
currently a local plan, the
students hope it will spread
across Japan and even overseas
By changing a “problem” into a
“source of income,” these high
school students are showing one
clear answer to the global food
waste crisis.

can buy high—quality‘ ingredients  make a profit instead. time, it builds trust between By Haruto \inml«ma

at a lower price. ; _ While some already  prod and busi People Keito Tsuji

The system is simple but  wm vegetable skins into snacks  today care decply about the Hiroto Mivamoto
effective. Farmers  list  or crayons, those products are  environment, and they Will oo S
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The Bright and Dark Sides of a Global Resort

The Global Wave
of Tourism

iscko is famous for its

high-quality powder snow

and luxury resorts. During
winter, many foreign tourists
visit, and about 80% of hotel
guests come from overseas
English and Chinese can often be
heard, giving the town an
international atmosphere. In the
past. many visitors came from
Australia. Recently, tourists from
Astan countries such as Hong

Kong,  Singapore,  Taiwan,
Malaysia, and China have
increased Visitors  from
European countries like the

United Kingdom and France are
also more common, Many stay

for several weeks or months, and
some move there to work in
tourism.

The increase of foreign tourists
has greatly affected the local
economy. Sales at  hotels,
restaurants, and ski resorts rise
every year. One restaurant owner
said winter sales became 1.5
times higher after attracting
foreign customers, and simply
adding an English menu brought
new  guests, Talking with
foreigners also allows residents to
learn about other cultures and
broadens their perspective. Many
local workers are learning
English to communicate better.
They feel it is positive because it
improves their skills

2023-24 Breakdown of Foreign Tourist Arrival in Niscko Town
(Total: 162,650 People)

N

One of the luxurious rooms in Hak Villas,

Luxury Hotels

Luxury hotels are a major part of

Photo by Atsuo Ikeda

kitchens and washing machines,
allowing long-term living or use
as vacation homes.

Hotels in the town mainly serve
foreign visitors, who dominate
winter tourism. Japanese tourists
are more common in summer,

tourism  development For
example, Hak Villas charges
three million yen pcr night and
requires a

stay. This policy allows guests to
enjoy long-term stays and
experience the town from

different perspectives. Hak Villas
is the most exclusive property of
the H: Group, which has
developed over 200 properties in
the area. The hotel is equipped
for extended stays, ensuring
comfort for guests staying for
weeks.  Another notable hotel is
the Park Hyatt HANAZONO. It
includes hotel rooms and Park
Hyatt Residences, which have

ing activities such as
ramng while skiing is the main
purpose for foreigners. Seasonal
patterns also differ by nationality.
Luxury hotels attract wealthy
international visitors and play a
major role in the town’s image.
These high-end developments
also affect employment, as many
local workers gain opportunities
in these facilities. Leaming
foreign languages has become
more important, and these skills
help career development.

Niseko Bubble and
Local Life

Since around 2010, the town has
experienced the “Niseko
Bubble,” caused by rapid foreign
tourism growth. Land, food, and
labor costs rose sharply, and
many luxury resorts were built.
Prices rise especially in winter.
Sea urchin can cost 60,000 yen.
beef 8,000 yen, and ramen 2,500
yen, compared to 1,000 yen in
nearby cities. While supermarket
prices are normal, restaurants and
tourist services are expensive
Some shops use “double pricing,”
offering discounts to locals who
show identification.

However, tourism growth brings
challenges. Housing and living
costs have risen, and some locals
find life harder. While hotels

bring income and prestige,
property values increase, making
housing less affordable. Wage
differences are also serious.
Seasonal workers with foreign
language skills earn much more
than local year-round workers,
Low wages cause labor shortages

Deforestation and

the Future

Envi I problems,
especially  deforestation, have
become more noticeable. Many

people worry about nature as new

contribute a portion of their sales
o environmental  programs.
Companies cooperate with the

community 0 support
conservation, High school
students can participate by

joining events and learning about
current issues. Protecting forests

in welfare and care work, developments expand. Forests  and nature i everyone's
Housing shortages and safery are important not only for ponsibility.  In el
concerns add to these challenges. ~ scenery but also for safety,  tourism brings economic bcneﬁm
Fewer pcople attend Iocal events, because heavy smow and byt maintaining a balance
and p: ditional culture lanches are Cutting b development,
has bccume difficult. Roadsand  forests increases avalanche risks,  environmental pmtecnon and
parking areas are crowded in  Which may lead to accidents for  local well-being is |
winter, causing inconvenience for  skiers  and  snowboard

residents.  Some devel P ing the envi has By Shizuku Sakamoto
companies  went  bankrupt,  become essential for tourism and Sara Shimizu

suggesting the bubble may be
ending. Despite this, most people
recognize the importance of
tourism for jobs, income, and
cultural exchange.

town planning,

Local organizations and
businesses have started efforts to
preserve nature. The “NIS-ECO"
initiative works to protect snow
and forests, and some farms

Misa Nishimura
Yukari Kusano
Ami Murao
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